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Tornado  sweeps  away  pair  of  churches 

By  limy  Martin  HI  I  ~~  TTHHT1 
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A  powerful  tornado  hinged 
Simpson  County  near  Mager 
early  hours  of  March  26,  ae 
one  Mississippi  Baptist  Chin 
severely  d  amaging  another. 


crrcrehr  damaging  another. 

Connth  Church  was  reduced  to 
rubble,  while  Goshen  Church  sus¬ 
tained  roof  and  water  damage.  The 
Goshen  Church  pastorium  was  also 
heavily  damaged. 

The  •  Mississippi  .  Emergency 
Management  Agency  reported  that  w) 
homes  were  damaged  and  20  people 
were  injured.  Seventeen  people  were 
treated  in  local  hospitals,  while  three 
were  transported  to  the  University  of 
Mississippi  Medical  Center  in  Jackson. 

By  early  afternoon  March  26,  a 
Mississippi  Baptist  Disaster  Relief  Task 
Force  feeding  unit  from  Briar  Hill 
Church,  Florence,  was  operating  under 
the  direction  of  the  Men's  Ministry 
Department  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  (MBCB). 

The  urot  was  able  to  provide  meals 
for  residents  and  emergency  response 
workers  through  March  28.  Parts  of 
the  dty  of  Magee  were  initially  with¬ 
out  electricity  and  water.  The  unit  pre¬ 
pared  1,760  meals,  with  eight  Task 


BAPTISTS 


Force  volunteers  as  well  as  six  or 
seven  local  volunteers,  according  to  Vernon 
Boeder,  a  member  of  Briar  Hill  Church  who 
was  manning  the  feeding  unit. 

"We  were  all  asleep,  and  about  1:45  a.  in. 
we  heard  a  noise,  ana  the  power  went  off," 
said  Corinth  Church  Pastor  Jay  Wesbrooks. 
"A  tree  fell  on  the  house.  Water  came  pour¬ 


ing  through  die  roof.  As  soon  as  we  felt  like 
it  was  safe,  we  went  to  check  on  our  neigh¬ 
bors.  Their  house  was  demolished.  They 
had  managed  to  get  into  the  hall  with  about 
fifteen  seconds  to  spare.  They  were  okay." 

Corinth  Church's  walls  were  brought 
completely  down,  and  bricks  were  strewn 
all  over  the  property.  One  of  die  few 
identifiable  parts  of  the  church  still 
standing  was  the  baptistery.  The 
American  flag  and  the  Christian  flag 
used  during  Vacation  Bible  School 
Vd  were  found  in  the  rubble,  however, 
•A*'  as  was  a  cross  used  for  Good  Friday 
"l|  services.  All  were  retrieved  and  dis- 
VI  played  in  front  of  die  wreckage. 

Wesbrooks,  who  has  pastored 
'aSim  die  church  for  seven  years,  said, 

I  "The  building  is  destroyed,  but  the 
church  is  still  alive.  We  are  going 
to  come  back  and  rebuild.  The 
weather  is  not  going  to  stop  us." 
According  to  Johnny  Sykes,  mis- 


Magee,  and  Donna  Swarts,  a  member  of  Goodwater  Church,  Magee, 
the  heavily  damaged  pastorium  of  Goshen  Church  in  Simpson  County, 
ne  was  in  the  path  of  the  tornado  which  swept  through  tne  county  on 
6.  (Photo  by  Tony  Martin) 


As  much  as  we  would  like  for  it  not  to 
be  so,  our  children  are  growing  up  in  a 
radically  different  world  than  did  most 
of  us.  Today's  culture  quickly  leads  them 
into  dark  places  from  which  there  is  no 
return.  That  may  not  be  much  different 
from  the  way  we  grew  up,  but  there  are 
a  lot  more  of  those  dark  places  today, 
and  getting  there  is  a  lot  easier. 

Even  something  as  simple  and  utili¬ 
tarian  as  a  cell  pnone  has  been  twisted 
into  a  way  to  ruin  young  people's  lives  - 
and  that's  jus*  the  beginning;  A  quick 
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c  celebrities— done  the  same  thing? 
Jessie's  romantic  relationship  with 
die  boy  ended,  however;  he  got 
revenge  by  texting  Jessie's  nude 
photos  to  his  friends,  who  texted 
the  photos  to  their  friends,  who 
texted  the  photos  to  their  friends.  . 

We  all  know  what  a  cruel  place 
high  school  can  be,  and  we  all 
know  what  happened  next. 
Suddenly,  Jessie  was  no  longer 
living  a  dream  existence  in  the 
world  of  her  perverse  Hollywood 


wMm  role  models.  'When  she  would  FroP 

come  to  school,  she  would  always  I  °Pf  r‘ 

tear,  'Oh,  that's  the  girl  who  sent  Pol.lc 

^  the  picture.  She's  just  a  whore/  "  .  ...  watv 

SlH.  Jesse's  friend,  Lauren  Taylor,  told  No  mention  is  made  m  the  news  reports  mteh 
ir  NBC  News.  of  what  (if  anydung)  has  happened  to  the  La 

s  >  j  "She  was  being  attacked  and  ex-boyfriend,  but  after  a  wave  of  such  ma-  a  ver 
or  tortured,"  said  her  mother,  dents  law  enforcement  officials  have  taken  able. 

Cvnthia  Logan.  drastic  steps  to  get  the  epidemic  under  HoU) 

So  it  was  that  teenager  Jessie  Logan  of  control.  They  have  begun  to  charge  the  adult 
Cincinnati  hung,  herself  in  her  closet  over  mt 
the  shame  ana  Humiliation  of  her  intro¬ 
duction  to  "sexting"  —  using  a  cell  phone 
camera  to  transmit  intimate  photos  of 

oneself  to  trusted  others.  Only,  those  - 

trusted  others  like  Jessie's  boyfriend  to  them  to  be  a  harmless  adult 
often  turn  out  not  to  be  80  trustworthy. 

The  young  victims  are  left  with  a  lifetime  want; 
erf  ridicule  and  regret  With  the  advent  of  Jes 
the  Inten.it  and  cell  phone  ages  the  photos,  thing 
like  a  bag  of  feathers  emptieefinto  the  wind,  enormil 
can  neve  -  be  retrieved.  In  a  culture  like  ours 
that  Ion#;  ago  shed  any  respect  for  human 
life,  young  people  can  easily  see  suidde  as 
the  best  way  out  of  their  predicament. 

Texas  education  board  revises  language  on 

AUSTIN,  Texas  (BP  and  —  who  opposed  the  "strengths  of  the  same  textbook  for  different 
local  reports)  —  A  day  after  and  weaknesses"  language  —  states,  so  smaller;  kss  influential 
failing  to  uphold  a  20-vear-old  said  that  while  the  new  lan-  states  must  buy  the  available 
requirement  that  Texas  public  guage  is  jjreferred  to  the  old  lan-  textbooks  tailored  for  large  pur- 
high  school  students  evaluate  guage,  it's  still  problematic.  chasers  like  Texas  and  Cafiforrua 

the  "strengths  and  weakness-  "Of  course,  ffie  new  language  A  state  like  Mississippi,  for 
es*  of  scientific  theories  indud-  can  be  read  that  will  permit  example,  would  be  hard  pressed 
ing  evolution,  the  State  Board  anti-evolution  Creationists  to  to  force  textbook  publishers  to 
ofEducation  on  Friday  mom-  attack  Biology  textbooks,  and  bend  to  local  arguments  about 
ing  ratified  new  standards  they  most  certainly  will  in  2011"  wording,  since  the  state  does  not 
requiring  biology  students  to  (when  the  new  requirements,  purchase  anywhere  near 
analyze,  evaluate,  and  cri-  take  effectj,"  he  wrote  on  a  blog  many  textbooks  as  the  big  states,  adopting  a  resolution 
tique^  scientific  theories.  for  the  Houston  Chronicle.  The  Texas  education  board  Supporting  Rif 

Additionally  the  language.  The  full  text  of  the  board’s  was  bombarded  with  e-mails.  Educational  Standard! 
approved  by  a  13-2  vote,  adopted  language  reads:  "In  all  letters,  phone  calls,  and  editor!  Science  in  Texas"  that  ot 
requires  "examining  all  rides  of  fields  of  Science;  analyze,  evahi-  als  born  evolution-only  propo-  abandoning  the  strength 
scientific  evidence  and  encour-  ate  and  critique  scientific  expla-  nents  and  critics  in  the  weeks  weaknesses  requirement. 


That's  not  even  debat- 
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all  of  them 


minors  who  produce  or  possess  such  the  idea  that  if  s  permissible  to  ac 
materials  with  a  variety  of  child  pomogra-  As  parents,  youth  Sunday  Sc 
phy  offenses.  In  die  matter  of  just  the  last  era,  and  Christian  role  models  oi 
couple  of  weeks,  at  least  two  dozen  minors  must  get  through  to  our  young 
have  been  arrested  for  what  surely  seems  foe  ways  erf  the  world  are  rert  I 

/ _  '  ‘  ‘t  pastime.  God.  we  must  do  that  finl|gt,j 

That  may  seem  harsh,  but  officiate  don't  our  own  acts  and  displaying  an 
‘  another  Jessie  Logan  to  be  victimized.  Christian  lifestyle  for  all  to  see.  S 
rie's,  mother  said  she  knew  some-  must  warn  our  young  people  oi 
was  amiss  but  was  not  aware  of  the  ticated  snares  mat  Satan  has  s 
of  the  situation  in  Jessie's  mind,  and  how  to  avoid  his  traps.  Las 
She  could  have  spoken  for  many  parents.  endeavor  to  change  the  culture. 

"I  only  had  snapshots,  bits  and  pieces.  For  all  three  steps,  prayer  wou 
until  the  very  last  semester  of  school.'' Logan  place  to  start  Then,  let's  engagi 
told  Matt  Lauer  on  the  NBC  Today  Show.  people  before  it's  too  late  for  son 


lackson.  MS3S20I . SOscriptton*  10.35 per 
year  payable  in  advance.  Economy  plans 
rnAiHe  irir  Jiurtiws 

Periodkafe  postage  paid  al  (adooR,  MS 
Member,  AwooaOon  of  Stale  Bapoa 
Deadline*  Mews  ifwnt  —  one  calendar 


In  hus  nationally  televised  the  Southern  Baptist  Ethics  & 
news  conference,  tKe  president  Religious  Liberty  Commission  I  •  CL;-- 

did  not  represent  accurately  the  (ERLC)  m  Nashville, 
content  or  effect  of  his  stem  cell  Based  on  Obama  s  executive 
order  nor  did  he  demonstrate  order,  NIH  "could,  theoretically, 
he  actually  had  grappled  with  fund  stem  cell  lines  taken  from  MKgPfl  .ft*1® 
the  ethical  issues  involved,  embryos  created  explicitly  for  «■ 

despite  his  contention  to  the  the  purpose  of  being  destroyed," 
contrary,  the  ethidsts  said.  bioethics  specialist  Wesley 

Asked  late  in  the  hour-long  Smith  wrote  on  his  weblog. 
news  conference  about  his  Smith  also  said  the  nature 

March  9  order  lifting  a  ban  on  of  Alzheimer's  makes  it  ,,  . 

federal  funds  for  stem  cell  unlikelv  to  be  cured  by  embry-  ■ 

research  that  destroys  human  onic  stem  cells  —  a  reality 

embryos,  Obama  said  "the  acknowledged  even  by  some  ,  ,  . 

guidelines"  he  provided  passed  scientists  who  support  embry-  which  are  reprogrammed  adult 

me  test  of  being  "strong  moral  onic  stem  cell  research  (ESCR).  stem  cells  that  have  the  proper- 

guidelines,  ethical  guidelines."  The  ERLCs  Land  said  he  ties  of  embryonic  stem  cells  and 
"What  we  have  smd  is  that  for  was  "glad  to  hear  President  do  not  require  harming  embryos, 
embryos  that  are  typically  about  Obama  reiterated  that  moral  *  ‘  J*‘,i 

to  be  discarded,  for  us  to  be  able  concerns  are  one  of  the  prima¬ 
te  use  those  in  order  to  find  cures  ry  components  of  any  deci- 
for  Parkinson's  or  for  Alzheimer's  sion  related  to  research  that 
or  for  ...all  sorts  of  other  debilitat-  involves  human  life." 
ing  diseases,  juvenile  diabetes,  Yet,  he  and  "many  other  support  to 
that  ...it  is  the  right  thing  to  do,"  pro-lifers  are  dismayed  that  pi  . 
the  president  told  reporters,  ne  seems  to  equate  tire  pro-life  harvesting 
according  to  a  transcript  pub-  position  with  a  'rigid  ideolog-  human  em 
lished  byThe  New  York  Times.  ical  approach.'  What  to  some  Land  said. 

Obama  said  hit  is  "dad  to  see  may  appear  to  be  rigidity,  to  point  cm  it 
progress  is  being  made  in  adult  others  are  profound,  unchang-  harvested 
stem  cells,  and  if  the  science  ing,  moral  convictions,"  Land 
determines  that  we  can  com-  told  Baptist  Press. 

pletely  avoid  a  set  of  ethical  Smith  said  Obama  himself  Infos  order, 
questions  or  political  disputes,  based  "his  order  on  a  very  rigid  resanded 
then  that's  great...  I  have  no  ideological  approach  that  views  P~s!'w 
investment  in  causing  controver-  nascent  human  life  [as]  so  much  ensure  stu 
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The  Second 
Front  Page 


results  in  the  destruction  of 
human  embryos.  Bush  permit¬ 
ted,  however,  grants  for  experi- 

_ _ _ , _  ments  on  stem  cell  lines,  or 

lire  adult* stem  cells  can  be  found  colonies,  already  in  existence, 
in,  for  instance,  skin  cells.  Because  of  their  ability  to 

"If  President  Obama  means  develop  into  other  cells  and 
what  Ire  says,  then  all  he  has  to  tissues,  stem  cells  provide 
do  is  urge  NIH  to  give  maximum  hope  for  producing  cures  for 
__ :  _j  research  with  induced  a  variety  of  diseases, 
pluripotent  stem  eellsrather  than  Many  scientists  have  pro¬ 
harvesting  the  stem  cells  from  moted  ESCR,  because  stem 

ryos,  who  then  die,”  cells  from  embryos  are  pluripo- 

Not  to  put  too  fine  a  tent,  meaning  they  can  trans- 

-  the  use  of  stem  cells  form  into  any  cell  or  tissue  in 

from  embryos  is  the  body.  Extracting  stem  cells 

becoming  scientifically  obsolete  from  an  embryo,  however, 

'  y  as  we  speak.”  destroys  the  donor.  ESCR  has 

however,  Obama  yet  to  provide  treatments  for 

|  a  2007  order  by  human  beings  and  has  been 

President  Bush  designed  to  plagued  by  the  development  of 

_  ensure  studies  on  stem  cells  with  tumors  in  lab  animals.  , 

S^d  lfoeTlnde^'aefor  as  I  embryoniolike  qualities  are  eh-  Meanwhile,  a  handful  of 
where  dre’saence  leads  us,  but  cantell  he  took  federal  funding  gible  for  federal  funds  as  long  as  state  k^latmes  are  trying  to 

what  1  don’t  want  to  do  is  prede-  just  as  far  as  the  law”  permits.  they  do  not  harm  embryos.  carve  a  different  path  m  what 

termine  this  based  on  a  very  Land  said  he  is  pfeased  the  About  how  much  he  had  some  are  calling  the  latest  front 

rigid  ideological  approach,  Mid  president  "is  open  to  alternative  "wrestled  with  the  morality  or  in  die  nation  s  culture  ware. 

3S4  whatHfonk  cs  reflected  in  approaches  that  would  not  ethics"  of  funding  experiments  In  die  days  since  Obama 
the  executive  older  I  signed”  require  the  sacrificing  of  our  that  destroy  human  embryos,  made  his  March  9  announce- 

HiS  order,  however,  did  not  prebom  citizens  in  order  to  har-  Obama  said,  I  wrestle  with  ment, 

include  guidelines,  the  pro-life  vest  their  stem  cells."  these  issues  every  day.  Look,  I  peorgiajmd  I^i 

ethidsts  pointed  out.  Among  such  alternatives  pro-  believe  that  it  is  very  important  taken  steps  toward  "-^tmg 

Tm  a  Uttle  puzzled  at  the  duced  by  scientists  are  induced  for  us  to  have  strong  moral  or  prohibiting  embryonic  stem 

president's  statement  about  pluripotent  stem  (IPS)  reUs.  AdSLlv.  Oklahoma's 
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iUs  Christ " 

'*•  G0E> 

Requests  the  * 

Honor  of 
Your 

K  Presence 
W  in  Heaven' 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 


DALLAS  (BP)  -  U.S.  Senator  Kay  Bailey  Hutchison  (R- 
Texas)  has  introduced  a  bill  related  to  church  pension 
boards  which  will  protect  and  strengthen  church  plans. 
The  bill  S.  689,  would  respect  die  congregational  polity  of 
churches  like  that  of  Southern  Baptists  and  also  would 
facilitate  the  use  of  automatic  enrollment  features  that 
encourage  broader  participation  in  church  plans. 
Democratic  Sen.  Benjamin  Cardin  of  Maryland  has  signed 
on  as  a  co-sponsor.  O.S.  Hawkins,  president  of  GuideStone 


2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  die  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (I 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

“But  as  many  as  received  ham. 
to  them  he  gate  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those  ahs 
believe  in  his  name."  (John  119 


First  Church,  Long  Beach,  is  among  the  first  churches  in 
Mississippi  to  participate  in  Celebrate  Jesus  2000,  distributing  thou¬ 
sands  of  Bibles  and  other  materials  to  people  in  the  community, 
involving  over  300  from  the  church. 


The  trustees  of  Southern  Seminary  vote  28-6  to  rescind  the  action 
of  June  12,  1958  dismissing  professors,  and  instead  “respectfully 
requests"  the  resignation  of  the  men. 


Jesus  Christ  toe 
local  Baptist  chu 
al  guidance. 
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broaden  their  view  of  life  and 
to  understand  more  than  just 
what  they  had  locked  into 
about  people.  When  the  disci- 

Eles  finally  knew  the  folka  were 
.prizing  out  v.xre  not  erf  their 
hf  'le  group,  they  reported  it  to 
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UDI  Q  TSBF  MYFSIFY 
NQ1GFRR  1TSG  1TSI  AX 
ZATG:  XAY  ITF  NAYVR 
NTQIT  ITF  XSITFY  TS1T 
MQBFG  IF  IA  XQGQRT, 
ITF  RSJF  NAYVR  ITSI  Q 
KA,  UFSY  NQIGFRR  AX 
JF,  ITS!  ITF  XSITFY  TSIT 
RFGI  IF. 

•  * 

•  ,  <  -  "la-  1*1  ■  .&■ 


ZATG  XQBF:  ITQYIW-RQL 

Che:  U=B 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throdghout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:}ame$  One:  Twenty-five 
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EBC  LAUDER  DALI,  LAUDERDALE, 

Miss.,  w  seeking  a  part-time  minister 
ol  musk  Please  send  resume  to  FBC 
of  Lauderdale,  3659  Lauderdale 
Road,  Lauderdale,  MS  39335,  atm: 
music  minister  search  committee  or 
you  can  email  your  resume  to  raar- 
rett634Rc.omcKt.net.  The  deadline 
to  submit  a  resume  is  April  5,  2009 


KTSTS  UL'  CABIN  B  ft  B  AT  LAIS 

tincoln.  Perfect  get  away.  Call  for 
info  or  brochure  at  601-643-8817 
or  601-940-6841.  ■ 


HOPE  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
IN  Adamsvdle,  Tennessee,  is  seeking  a 
spirit  Ailed,  foil-time  pastor  with*  towe 
for  Cod's  people  and  sharing  God's 
word.  Sunday  morning  worship  runs 
around  150  people  Please  send 
resumes  to  Good  Hope  Baptist 
Church,  pastor  search  committee,  678 
Good  Hope  Church  Rd„  Adamsvilte, 

TN  38310. _ 

CONDO  IN  GATUNRURC  FOR 
RENT  2  bedim,  2  bath,  full  krtchen, 
walking  distance  to  parkway, 
STO.OttUte.  Call  for  information  281- 
855  4469  or  832-922-0101/0141. 
Email  pcfiw4760Ratt.net-  _ 


I  .  '..Vs  i 


.  nr-  hi  or 
tafer  •' 

I’.ltth 


JKli 


Baptistry  murals,  heaters,  lighting,  seat¬ 
ing,  wall  crosses;  pew  cushions,  krinkl- 
glas,  carpet,  signs  Church  Supply 
of  Texas,  800-728-8291.  | 


STAINED  CLASS:  NEW  WINDOWS 

and  repairs.  Hopper  Stained  Gir-j, 


SEBREN'S  SIDING,  fACXSON, 

Christian  awned.  All  home  improve¬ 
ments.  doyl  siding,  windows,  metal 
and  .hingle  roofs,  patio  covers, 
screen  and  glass  rooms.  601-992- 
2092,  f>on  8  Rita  Sebten,  owners- 
FOR  BBT  RATES  ONTmEDICARF 
supplements.  Major  Medical  & 
Group  Health  Insurance  plans  as 
well  as  home  and  auto  Call  Turner 
Insurance,  1-800-541-8196  or  visit 
www.tumefinsurfttcecm1ine.com. 


Mav  18-19,  2009 
1  p.m..  Monday  &  8:30 ' 

To  register,  call  Rita  Wood  at 
1-800-748-1661,  ext  329 
Deadline  for  registration:  May  11 
Cost  $90.00  per  person 


PURPOSE  DRIVEN  TOURS 

\  MISSISSIPPI  OMNI  I)  <  lIRls  1 1  \  N  (  OMI*\N> 

(  Ml  Ml  I  I-  1  -K~  5  5 


INSPIRING  TRAVEL  WITH  FRIENDS 

Two  Great  Western  Summer  Adventures 

June  8-20  Aug.  17-28  v 

Rocky  Mtns,  Colorado  Grand  Canyon  experience 
Yellowstone  hummingbird  migration 

Mt.  Rushmore  the  real  west 

cowboy  country  Tex.,  N.  Mexico,  AZ. 


Real  F  stale  or  business  in  30  days.  We 
buy  estates.  Nick  dark,  R.E.  Broker 
- .317-2536. 


Other  200*1  lours 


May  1-9 . . .Madnac  bland.  Circle  Lake  Miachigan 

andHolland  Tulip  Festival 

June  30- July  31  . Alaska  50th  anniversary  with 

Western  Canada  &  Calgary  Stampede 

Aug.  17-28 . . . . Grand  Canyon  Calling 

4  |  with  special  Creation  Ministries  Guide 

Nov,  16-331 .......  ,j ......... .  .Smoky  Mountain  Chriatmas 

Dec  4-10 . A  Texas  Christmas  Carol 
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Mississippi  College 

recently  named  SMBill 
Cranford  as  MC's  chief 
information  officer. 

Cranford  has  served  at  MC 
since  May,  2000. 


Wi 


1.  Cranford 


2.  Karl  Rove,  former  senior 

advisor  and  Deputy  Chief 
of  Staff  to  President 
George  W.  Bush  headlined 
Mississippi  College's 
annual  scholarship  ban¬ 
quet  Mar.  30.  | 

3.  The  Mississippi  College 

Dyslexia  Conference  drew 
nearly  150  participants. 
Conference  leaders 

included  Rick  Anderson, 
Karen  Vickery,  Merleen 
Ivey,  and  Mitto  Bilbo. 
Shown  are  conference 
attendee  Alice  Stringer 
and  Anderson. 

4.  Mississippi  College  pro¬ 
fessors  led  an  all-star  line¬ 
up  of  business  experts 
offering  advice  on 
America's  troubled  econo¬ 
my.  The  radio  show 


3.  MC  Dyslexia  conference 


4.  Money  Talks  panelists 


7.  Byrd  Memorial  Preach  ng  Award 


'  \  ; 

Cornu  News 


"Money  Talks"  will  air 
their  suggestions  to  a 
statewide  audience  in 
early  April  Shown  are 
panelists  Nancy  Anderson, 
Chris  Burford,  Gerald  Lee, 
Mark  McComb,  and  Doug 
Muenzenmay. 

5.  U.S.  Senator  Thad 
Cochran  will  deliver  the 
Blue  Mountain  College 
commencement  address 
during  the  May  9  gradua¬ 
tion  ceremonies.  Named 
in  2006  as  one  of 
"America's  10"  Best 
Senators"  by  Tune  maga¬ 
zine,  Cochran  also  served 
three  terms  in  the  U.S. 
House  of  Representatives 
from  Mississippi's  fourth 
congressional  district. 

6.  Kosciusko  native  Morris 
Chapman,  president  and 
chief  executive  officer  of 
the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention's  Executive 
Commi'.tee,  vie* ted  and 
spoke  r.t  Mississippi 
College  Mar.  24. 

7.  Mississippi  College  senior 
Chase  Porter  was  the  recip¬ 
ient  of  the  Byrd  Memorial 
Preaching  Award  for  the 
third  year  in  a  row.  The 
award  is  a  cash  award  pre¬ 
sented  annually  by  the  fam¬ 
ily  of  the  late  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
David  Q.  Byrd,  Sr.  Shown 
are  Wayne  VanHom,  Ann 
Brian,  Charlotte  Byrd, 
Porter,  Eric  Pratt,  and 
Harrell  Byrd. 

8.  The  Mississippi  College 
radio  station  celebrated 
its  20th  anniversary  Mar. 
28  at  the  Park  cm  the  River 
in  Flowood. 

9.  Nancy  Davis*  Clinton  was 

named  Mississippi 

College's  30,000  member 
Alumni  Association  leader 
recently.  Shown  are  Bill 
Smith  and  Dave. 

10.  William  -  Carey 

University  assistant  pro¬ 
fessor  Ellen  Elder  and 
Laurel  music  major 
Christopher  Napier  are 
among  72  outstanding 
faculty  and  students  from 
36  Mississippi  public  and 
private  universities  and 
colleges  to  receive  special 
recognition  from  the 

y  Mississippi  Legislature 
during  the  Higher 
Education  Appreciation 
Day  -  Working  for 
Academic  Excellence 
(HEADWAE).Established 
in  1988,  HEADWAE  hon¬ 
ors  individual  academic 
achievement  and  the 
overall  contribution  to 
the  state's  public  and  pri¬ 
vate  institutions  of  higher 
learning.  Shown  are  Elder 
and  Napier. 


9.  Smith  and  Davis 


10.  Elder  and  Napi 

er 

If  V  i'll  i  1  4  \  1  A  1  I  /  \  \  1  | 

/  •/  \  \  1  |  \  /  L 

Ki  \  !V\1  ■VVW-*L1G.Y1 1 

.LUMi.Nub 

1.  Philadelphia  Church, 
Etta:  RevivaL  Apr.  5-8; 
Sun.,  11  a.m.,  followed  by 
lunch;  Sun.  -  Wed.,  7 
p.m.;  George  Mims, 
speaker;  Gerald  Fredrick, 
music;  Bobby  Irvin,  pas¬ 
tor. 

2.  Carey  Chapel  Church, 
Red  Banks:  Revival,  Apr. 
5-8;  Sun.,  11  a.m.,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  potluck  lunch 
and  6  p.m.;  Mon.  -  Wed.,  7 
p.m.;  Matt  Hess,  Chuck 
Herring,  Melvin  York,  and 
Tommy  Vinson,  speakers; 
Jack  Quids,  Jason 


Mewbome,  and  the  Carey 
Chapel  Choir;  music. 

Bay  Springs  Church,  Bay 
Springs:  Revival,  Apr.  5  - 
8;  Sun.,  11  a.m.  aria  6:30 
p.m.;  Mon.  -  Wed.,  noon 
and  7  p.m.;  Gene 

Henderson,  speaker; 
Frank  Harmon,  pastor. 

Cedar  View  Church, 
Olive  Branch:  Revival, 
Apr.  5-8;  Sun.,  11  a.m., 
followed  by  potluck 
lunch  and  6  p.m.;  Mon.  - 
Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Justin 
Gates,  speaker. 


OBI  I  l  \Itt 


Vance  H.  Dyess,  78,  died  Mar.  26  at  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Medical  Center.  Services  were  Mar.  29  at  Star 
Church,  Star  with  internment  in  the  Star  Church  ceme¬ 
tery.  Dyess  was  a  native  of  Jefferson  Davis  County  and 


Hill  Church,  Leake  County,  New  Bethel  Church  in 
Neshoba  County,  Bethel  Church,  Hazelhurst,  Star 
Church,  Star;  Sunshine  Church,  Brandon,  Mt.  Creek 


Calvary  Church,  Braxton.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife 
Shirley  Mae  Jones,  Star;  sons,  David  Dyess  (Barbara)  and 
Van  Dyess,  Star;  daughters,  Belinda  Taylor  (Bill)  of 
Florence  and  Luann  Snuthhart  (Roger)  of  Florence;  three 
brothers,  five  sisters,  nine  grandchildren,  and  seven 
great-grandchildren. 


April  2, 2669 
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Fire*  Church,  Runnelstown, 
held  its  first  Men  of  Desire 
fellowship,  with  over  400 
men  ana  boys  in  atten¬ 
dance.  Speakers  included 


m 


mmr-; 
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Haggard,  Jim  Futral,  Rick 
Erwin,  Argile  Smith, 
Richanl  Headrick,  Mitch 
Williams,  Arlis  Nichols, 
and  Kent  Miller.  Shown 
are  the  participants. 


2.  Oakdale  Church,  Brandon, 
ordained  Chris  Downey  to 
the  gospel  ministry  Mar. 
22  at  the  request  of  First 
Church,  Fannin.  Shown 
are  Ron  Bird,  Beth 
Downey,  Downey,  and 
Rick  Henson. 


3.  First  Church,  Crystal 
Springs,  ordained 

Jonathan  Watkins  Berry  to 
the  gospel  ministry. 
Shown  are  Berry  and 
Eddie  Wren- 


First  Church,  Ocean 
Springs,  licensed  Scott 
Robertson  to  the  gospel 


Robertson  to  the  gospel 
ministry  Mar.  8.  Shown  are 
Mike  Barnett,  Christian 
Stubbs,  Robertson,  and 
Terry  Upchurch. 


Hebron  Church,  Smithdale, 
recently  held  a  deacon 
ordination  service  for 
Murray  Reynolds.  Shown 
are  pastor  Cletus  Moak, 
Ernie  Whittington, 

Reynolds,  Aneta 

Reynolds,  Alton  Foster, 
and  Martin  Hayden. 


[  Martin  Hayden. 


6.  Harmon 


Harmony  Church, 

Louisville,  ordained 

Larry  Gregory  as  deacon 
Mar.  15.  Shown  are  Jerry 
Gregory,  and 


7.  First  Church,  Batesville, 
recognized  Will  and  Erin 
Odom  during  a  commis¬ 
sioning  service  Dec.  7, 
2008.  The  Odoms  will  be 
serving  as  missionaries  in 
Mexico.  Shown  are  the 
Odoms  and  transitional 
pastor  P.J.  Scott. 


First  Church,  West  Point, 

hosted  the  West  Point  H 
DiscipleNow  weekend 
Feb.  27  -  Mar.  1,  with ,  j 
approximately  300  stu¬ 
dents  and  leaders  from  ten  i 
local  churches.  Shown  are  ! 
the  students  and  leaders 
from  First  Church. 


8.  First  Church  West  Point 


is 


9.  Join  Christian  motorcy- 
dists  from  all  over  tne 
country  May  22  -  25  for  the 
Rally  to  Ridgecrest  The 
event  includes  speakers, 
music,  meals,  ana  discov¬ 
ering  the  ministry  value  of 
motorcycling.  Call  (800) 
588-7222  for  information 
or  reservations. 


10.  The  GAs  of  Fredonia 
Church,  New  Albany, 
enjoyed  a  lock  in  Mar.  6-7 
during  which  they  learned 
about  missions,  did  a  mis¬ 
sion  project  for  the  church, 
and  worked  in  their  World 
Venture  book.  Shown  are 
the  participants. 

11.  The  GAs  of  Escatawpa 
Church,  Escatawpa  collect¬ 
ed  Bibles  and  underlined 
the  Roman  Road  to  rive  to 
people  without  Bibles. 
Shown  are  the  participants. 

12.  Scott  County  Ministry  Day 

was  held  Feb.  14  at  First 
Church,  Morton. 

Participating  churches 

included  Branch  Church, 
Springfield  Church,  Steele 
Church,  North  Morton 
Church,  and  First  Church. 
Shown  are  the  participants. 

13.  Cedar  Grove  Church, 
Columbia,  held  a  baby  ded¬ 
ication  service  Feb.  15,  with 
18  babies/ children  and  13 
families  represented.  Shown 
are  the  participants. 

14.  East  Columbia  Church, 

Columbia,  licensed 

Brandon  McMichael  to  the 
gospel  ministry  Jan.  11. 
mown  are  McMichael  and 
pastor  Philip  Duncan. 

15.  The  Mission  Friends  from 
Poplar  Flat  Church, 
Louisville,  planted  a  tree 
at  the  Bee  Hives  Homes  of 
Louisville,  and  afterwards 
entertained  the  residents 
with  a  song.  Shown  are  the 
participants. 

16.  Cleary  Church,  Florence,  is 
sponsoring  a  free  concert 


1*.  McMichael  licensing 


1119  Mississippi  Churches 
Can’t  Be  Wrong. 

More  than  1100  churches  throughout  Mississippi  put 
their  faith  in  Wellington  Associates  for  comprehensive 
insurance  services  including  property,  general,  and  specific 
liability,  vehicle,  workers  compensation,  and  other  coverages. 

Wellington  guarantees  a  quality  program,  customized 
for  your  ministry,  at  the  most  competitive  premium  rates. 

For  references  and  more  NHMH  Wellington 
information,  call  Mike  Brooks  at  IVH  ASSodatCS, 
601-420-0174  or  1-800-442-0290  AMU  lr)Q. 


12.  Scott  County  Ministry  Day 


Winner's  Circle  Park  in 
Flowood  Topher  Man  and 
Ember,  music;  includes 
space  jumps,  rock  climbing 
wall,  popcorn,  cotton  candy, 
and  more.  For  information 
call  (601)  845-2020  or  email 

media@clearybaptist.org 

Crossgates  Church, 

Brandon,  is  presenting 
Crossgates  Live,  Apr.  5,  6 
p.m.,  including  their  wor¬ 
ship  choir.  Ballet 
Magnificat,  and  a  ministry 
time  led  by  David  Jett.  CDs 
and  DVDs  of  the  event  will 
be  available  for  purchase. 
For  information,  call  (601) 
825-2562  or  visit 

www.crossgates.org 


Design  &  Integration  of  Professional  Audio,  Video,  &  Lighting 
Chinch.  Conference  Room,  School 
Equipment  sales,  service  and  installation 


P.O.  Box  1575  Ph  601-923-9947 
Clinton,  MS  39060  Fax  601-924-2880 


Trooper  Hales 

info@msaudiollc.com 


13.  Cedar  Grove  Church 


right  around  Churchill 
Downs  working  as  jock¬ 
eys,  trainers,  groomers, 
and  in  other  capacities. 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  (BP)  —  Even  stoned,  1 
old  Churchill  Downs  —  home  of  the  Kentuck 
—  will  be  among  the  ministry  venues  as  S 
Baptists  engage  in  Crossover  Louisville  '09. 

Now  in  its  21st  year;  Crossover  is  an  eyau0- — _  ..  , 

thrust  to  share  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  the  week  NAMB  s  coordinator  for 
before  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  (SBC)  annual  multiethnic  evangelism, 
meeting  in  each  year's  host  dty.  .  With  help  from 

Crossover  Louisville  09  will  kick  off  with  Yunan  Santiesteban, 

Intentional  Community  Evangelism  (ICE)  on  June  14,  Sbuthern  Baptist  chap- 
and  will  culminate  the  June  19-20  weekend  prior  to  the  lam  at  Churchill  Downs, 

June  23-24  SBC -annual  meeting  at  the  Kentucky  Cross-oyer  volunteers 
Exposition  Center  will  visit  the  racetrack. 

Crossover  will  be  jointly  sponsored  by  SBCs  North  witness  to  the  Hispanic 
American  MLssion  Board  (NAMB),  the  Kentucky  horsemen,  and  invite 
Baptist  Convention,  Long  Run  Association,  Kentucky  them  to  nightly  revival 
Woman’s  Missionary  Union  and  Southern  Seminary.  services  at  10  area 
"Our  objective  is  to  share  Jesus  and  have  a  lasting  Hispanic  churches, 

impact  on  metro  Louisville,"  said  Charles  Barnes,  including  a  new  church 

longtime  Baptist  lay  leader  in  Louisville,  retired  bank-  plant  located  almost 

ing  executive  and  chairman  of  the  Crossover  across  the  street  from 

Louisville  '09  steering  committee.  Churchill  Downs, 

"We’re  not  interested  in  things  that  will  have  some  Iglesias 
glamour  foe  only  a  week  or  so  and  then  die,  Barnes  Victoria  (Victory  Baptu 
said.  "We  wanttogo^to^  “  ‘  u*-*— nt  rK,‘"rM 

out  of  Crossover's  block  paitiesand  Louisville,  these  10  young  Harris^O,'  before  Harris  prays  to  receivetbrist  du 

festivals/we  will  not  only  have  decisions  for  Christ  but  Hispanic  churches  will  be  slated  this  year  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  Crossover 

wffl  have  new  diurches  that  wffl  emerge.  We  hope  u..!!!  r:  1  r  "  * — ‘  *  r.r. . . 

spark  us  to  a  new  era  of  growth  among  all  our  churches  growth  and  keep  imple-  photo) 
andes  a  catalyst  to  move  forward  more  aggressively."  men  ting  the  things  wr 

Barnes  said  Long  Run  Association  includes  some  learned  dunnj 

160  Southern  Baptist  churches,  and  about  40  of  Crossover,  Del  Risco  san 
them  will  participate  in  32  block  parties  in  various 
Louisville  neighborhoods.  Five  churches  will  band 


in  a  way  that  wffl  CROSSING  OVER  —  Bobby  W^iingn  (right)  explains  the^^lto_Natl«w»iel 

b>«.  uui  iuwiuui.  —  wicu  ui»  ycm  m  Lvjwu’ «i.,  — * —  S6n®S  Of  WWgtlistiC  BVCfltS  fed  bv 

it  will  expected  to  continue  their  Southern  Baptist  volunteers  preceding  the  SBC  annual  meeting  each  June.  (BP  file 


Galilee  Church,  Bible  awakening  could  be  like  if  we  got  out  there  and  die 
tanuel  Church,  Guiding  it  on  a- regular  basis.  ,  , 

me  Church,  Immanuel  "We  want  people  not  just  to  pray  forrevivalbut  t( 
y  Baptist  Church  and  get  involved  in  it  by  coming  to  Louisville  and  shannj 

the  Gospel  with  a  lost  person." 

tor  of  urban  evangelism  Shoe  Crossover  originated  during  the  SBCannua 
praying  for  at  least  2,000  meeting  in  Las  Vegas  m  1989,  more  than  41,000  »ndi 
eight  new  church  plants  vidualshave  prayed  to  receive  Christ. 

,  ^juwvilk  For  additional  information  about  Crossove 

for  Southern  Baptists  to  be  Louisville  *09,  to  register  as  a  volunteer  or  to  partia 


together  for  a  single  block  party  in  Veterans  Park  in  as  ICfc  anchor  enurenes  : 
the  Louisville  suburb  of  Jeffersontown.  Commuruty  Fellowship,  Eny 

Hundreds  of  Southern  Baptist  volunteers  from  Light  Church.  Hunsmger  L 
around  the  nation  are  expected  to  come  to  Church,  St.  Paul  Visional 
Louisville  to  support  Crossover  events  —  the  block  Temple  of  Faith  Church. 
parties,  an  international  fair  featuring  nine  differ-  Victor  Benavides,  coordim 
ent  ethnic  groups,  a  separate  Hispanic  fair,  and  for  NAMB,  said  planners  are 
door-to-door  evangelism  by  ICE  team  volunteers  u||gtt  dglgM-  iad  g 
from  NAMB  and  across  the  country. 

Metro  Louisville's  one  million  population  includes 


is  doing,"  Benavides  said,  pate  in  ICE,  go 


hundred  living  a  part  of 


in  federal  marijuana  poli 

Liberty  Commission  18  during  a  question-and- 
i  Nashville.  answer  session  at  th< 

leral  government  no  Department  of  Justice,  accord' 

‘  ingto  the  Asadoatad  Press. 

The  new  policy  under  ed 
President  Obama  marks  a 


Ethics  agency  condemns  change 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  — 

The  Obama  administration's 
"surrender  to  bad  state  poli¬ 
cies  on  so-called  medicinal 
marijuana  will  have  disas¬ 
trous  effects,"  a  Southern 
Baptist  ethics  leader  said  in 
response  to  a  shift  in  marijua- 


1-  amounts  of  marijuana  an 
die  doing  so  in  a  way  that’s  incor 
,_J-  sistent  with  federal  and  stat 
,  law,"  Holder  said,  AP  repob 

_ _ _ _  Duke  said  the  Obam 

switch  from  that  of  the  previ-  administration’s  decision  "i 
'  ~  the  not  the  kind  of  chang 

_ _ _  _ iral  America  needs.”  Medid.ni 

agents  raided  medical  marijua-  marijuana,  he  said,  is  "a  threi 
no  distributors  in  California,  to  our  nation’s  well-being  an 
even  though  that  state's  law  health,  not  a  prescription  for 
allowed  its  distribution  and  better  life." 
use  for  such  a  purpose.  The  failure  to  enforce  fee 

"The  policy  is  to  go  after  eral  anti-drug  laws  .will  n< 
those  people  who  violate  both  help  the  sick  or  society,  Dul< 
federal  and  state  law"  Holder  said.  Marijuana  has  not  bee 
said.  Federal  law  prohibits  the  shown  to  be  especially  helj 
sale  of  marijuana  for  medical  ful  in  relieving  pain,  he  sail 
purposes,  but  California  and  Its  greater  medicinal  use  liki 
12  other  states  have  legalized  ly  will  lead  to  increase 
the  uiC  of  medical  marijuana  usage  by  young  peopl 
"the  other  dozen  states  are  potential  legalization  f< 
Alaska,  Colorado,  Hawaii,  recreational  purposes,  an 
Maine,  Michigan,  Montana,  widespread  drug-relatc 
Nevada,  New  Mexico,  problems,  Duke  saidT 
Oregon,  Rhode  Island,  Advocates  for  medical  ma 
Vermont,  and  Washington,  ijuana  use  had  a  differe 
according  to  the  Drug  Policy  response  to  the  policy  chang 
Alliance  Network.  "It  signals  a  new  direction  ar 

“Given  the  limited  a  more  reasonable  and  sere 
resources  that  we  have,  our  ble  direction  on  medical  mat 
focus  will  be  on  people,  orga-  juana  policy,"  said  Ki 
n  iz  a  Hons  that  are  growing,  Hermes,  a  spokesman  f 
cultivating  substantial  Americans  for  Safe  Access. 


na  policy  indicated  by  U.S.  Relij 
Attorney  General  Eric  Holder.  (ERt 

"Medicinal  marijuana  is  the  T!  I 

Trojan  horse  of  foe  marijuana  longer  will,  raid  medical  mari- 
decriminalization  movement,"  juana  distributors  if  they  are 
Barrett  Duke,  vice  presi-  in  violation  only  of  federal 
dent  for  public  policy  of  the  law  and  not  of  state  law. 
Southern  Baptist  Ethics  A  Holder  told  reporters  March 


ous  administration.  Du 
Bush  administration. 


1.  Fellowship  Church, 
StarkviUe,  has  called 
R.C  "Dickie"  Bryan  as 
pastor.  Bryan  comes  from 
Hebron  Church  where  he 
had  served  since  July, 
1978.  He  attended  Mid- 
South  Bible  College, 
Memphis,  Mississippi 
State  University,  and 
holds  a  degree  from  Mid- 
South.  He  comes  with  his 
wife,  Donna.  The  Bryans 
have  three  children,  13 
grandchildren,  and  three 
great-gTandchildren. 

2  Evansville  Church, 

Oldwate^  has  called  Jacob 
Coleman  as  youth  minister. 
He  is  currently  to  school 
studying  secondary  educa- 
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as  spoken  publicly  from  Islam  believe  they  will 
rong  sense  of  pride  be  acquitted  in  their  next 
ih  identity  and  frus-  hearing  on  May  28. 
b  state  institutions  Turkey  has  come  under 
ist  religious  minori-  recent  criticism  over  its  han- 
case  is  proof  that  dling  of  religious  minority 
;al  system  regarding  rights  by  a  Council  of  Europe 
its  isn't  acting  in  a  report,  accusing  die  country  of 
table  way,"  he  said.  "wrong  interpretation"  of  the 

P  _ court  case  was  the  Lausanne  Treaty  as  a  pretext  for 

second  set  of  longstanding  refusing  to  implement  minority 
charges  against  the  two  men.  rights,  according  to  the 
The  first  involves  Turkey's  Hurriyet  Daily  News, 
notorious  Article  301,  a  loosely-  The  1923  treaty,  penned 
defined  law  that  criminalizes  between  Turkey  and  European 
insulting  "die  Turkish  nation."  powers  following  the  collapse 
On  Feb.  24  a  Silivri  court  of  the  Ottoman  Empire,. only 
received  die  go-ahead  from  recognizes  Greeks,  Jews,  and 
the  Ministry  of  Justice  to  try  Armenians  as  minority  popula- 
the  men  under  Article  301.  dons  in  Turkey. 

The  crux  of  the  first  case  —  More  troublesome,  accord- 
originally  leveled  against  ing  to  the  report,  Turkey’s 
them  in  2007  by  ultranational-  basis  of  rights  for  its  non- 
ist  lawyer  Kemal  Kerincsiz,  Muslim  minorities  is  built  on 
now  indicted  in  a  national  reciprocity  with  Greece's 
conspiracy  to  overthrow  the  treatment  of  its  Muslim 

ishes 


ISTANBUL  (BP)  —  The  and  a  strict  application  of  the  The  court  decision  to  fine  Tast 
lawyer  representing  two  law  would  limit  the  scope  of  them,  enacted  on  Nov.  11,  ?bout  1 
Turkish  Christians  fined  for  churches  collecting  funds.  2008,  but  not  delivered  until  it  us  I 
"illegal  collection  of  funds"  Although  the  punishment  March  13,  denied  their  tranon 
plans  to  take  the  case  to  a  is  a  relatively  small  fine,  their  request  to  drop  the  penalty,  biased 
European  court  because  he  lawyer  told  Compass  there  is  The  two  men  claimed  they  hes>; 
fears  the  court-ordered  fine  now  a  precedent  that  authori-  were  only  collecting  money 
sets  a  crippling  precedent  fo*  ties  could  Use  to  harass  any  from  th»’r  co-religionists, 
churches,  according  to  church  for  collecting  tithes  Judge  Hakim  las  tan  ruled 
Compass  Direct  News,  which  and  offerings.  at  the  First  Magistrate  Court 

provides  reports  on  "For  now,  this  court  deci-  that  the  two  men  were  guilty 
Christians  worldwide  who  sion  is  an  individual  decision,  of  violating  section  29  of  Civil 
are  persecuted  for  their  faith,  but  we  fear  in  the  future  this  Administrative  Code  2860, 

Hakan  Tastan  and  Turan  could  be  carried  out  against  which  forbids  the  collection 
Topal  each  paid  the  fine  of  600  all  churches,"  said  defense  of  money  without  official  per- 
Turkish  lira  1[US$360)  to  a  civil  attorney  Haydar  Polat.  mission  from  local  district 

court  in  the  Beyoglu  district  of  Umut  Sahin,  spokesman  authorities. 

Istanbul.  The  verdict  cannot  be  for  the  Alliance  of  Protestant  In  light  of  the  charge  of 
appealed  within  the  Turkish  Churches  of  Turkey,  agreed  "insulting  Turkishness,  the 
legal  system,  but  their  lawyer  the  case  was  worrisome  for  two  men  believe  the  smallei 
said  he  is  considering  taking  the  country's  small  Protestant  accusation  of  collecting 
the  case  to  the  European  Court  community  and  could  set  a  money  illegally  is  merely  part 
of  Human  Rights.  disturbing  precedent  to  be  of  a  wider  effort  by  the  state 

The  ruling  refers  to  the  against  other  congregations.  to  harass  and  discredit 
men  receiving  church  offer-  When  originally  charged,  Turkish  Christians. 

ings  without  official  permis-  the  two  men  were  summoned  they  are  doing  this  to  both  - r  ,  , _ ,  _ 

sion  from  local  civil  authori-  to  police  headquarters  just  er  and  intimidate  us,  possibly  government  —  focused  on  the 
ties  Nearly  all  Protestant  fel-  before  church  services.  Tastan  to  pressure  us  to  leave  the  two  men  s  missionary  efforts 
lowships  in  Turkey  are  reels- '  and  Topal  were  given  a  "penal-  country,"  Tastan  told  Compass,  as  defaming  Islam, 
tered  as  associations,  vmh  ty"  sheet  from  security  police  'They  have  the  intention  to  hin-  Due  to  Jack  of  proof  and 
very  few  having  status  as  a  But  ordered  each  to  pay  the  der  church  establishment  and  no-shows  by  the  prosecution 
recognized  religious  body,  fine  for  breaking  a  civil  law.  die  spread  of  the  Gospel.  team  s  witnesses,  the  converts 


LifeWay:  Americans  would  attend  church  by  personal  invitation 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  Despite  NAMB  commissioned  die  research  as  — —  j  “ 

worries  among  evangelicals  that  one  of  the  steps  to  prepare  for  God’s  Flan  |OD  5  W2YS  DGOple  3f6 

Americans  are  set  against  attending  for  Sharing,  its  national  evangelism  mi  ha-  r  9  r  r  ,  .  #  - 


Americans  are  set  against  attend! 
church,  most  people  would  attend  if 
invited  in  a  way  that  sparks  their 
responsiveneSSJHBm^^^^^^^H 


most  willing  to  receive  information 
about  a  local  congregation 


five  that  will  launch  nationwide' in  2010. 

Of  13  approaches  tested,  personal  invi¬ 
tations  from  family  members  ot  friends  is 
the  only  method  that  a  majority  of 

_  _  Americans  say  would  effectively  draw 

LifeWay  them  to  church.  Visiting  door-to-door 
LifeWav  received  die  least  favorable  reception. 

Less  than  a  quarter  of  Americans 
(24%)  are  willing  to  receive  information 
from  a  local  congregation  through  a 
visit  to  their  door.  Nevertheless,  31%  say 
a  visit  to  their  door  would  be  effective  in 
getting  them  or  others  to  visit  a  church. 

Church  advertising  efforts  take  a 
back  seat  to  personal  invitations  from 
family  and  friends.  Americans  say 
they  are  somewhat  willing  or  very 
willing  to  receive  information  about 
church  via  newspaper  ads  (46%);  radio 
-1  but  ads  (41%)  and  television  ads  (40%). 

People  reacted  similarly  to  receiving 
illing  information  from  a  local  congregation 
local  through  outdoor  advertising  (46%)  and 
unity  letters  mailed  to  die  home  (45%).  Just 
%  are  over  10%  are  very  willing  to  receive 
ration  information  from  those  forms  of  adver¬ 
tising;  up  to  a  third,  somewhat  willing, 
erican  Less  than  10%,  however,  think  such 
this  ads  would  be  very  effective  in  getting 
your  them  or  others  to  visit  a  church, 
or  an  "This  research  confirms  that  media 
id  Ed  advertising  efforts  can  undergird  and 
earth,  enhance  those  personal  approaches 
a  sim-  while  not  relying  cm  them  alone,"  said 
.  be  in  Brandon  Pickett,  leader  of  N  A  MB’s 


the  North  American  the  only - 

dB)  of  the  Southern 

v.v* »  »  %•*  »  „un  and  LIT-V.^  V|P|ML 

Research,  die  research  arm  of  LifeWay  received  die  least 
Christian  Resources  of  the  Southern  itffl  1  ‘ 


Adult  Americans 


Personal  conversation 
with  a  friend  or  neighbor 
from  the  church 


4>LifeWky 

RESEARCH y 


Norm  American 
Mission  Board 


from  one  of  the  following  types  of 
churches?"  Southern  Baptist  invitations 
are  more  effective  for  11%  of  Americans, 
while  Roman  Catholic  invitations  are 
more  effective  for  15%. 

More  than  two- thirds  (67%)  find  invi¬ 
tations  from  Mormons  less  effective. 
Invitations  from  a  Pentecostal  church 
are  less  effective  for  half  of  Americans. 
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ing  br  a  Christian,  minion-minded 
hand  and  wife  team  without  r1-; 
children  to  serve  in  the  position  of  reii 
houseparents.  • 

Houseparents  receive  an  excellent  sal 
with  benefits  and  work  a  10  day  on  5  < 
off  work  schedule.  All  Qualified  canc 
dates  must  be  at  least  25  years  of  ~~ 
have  a  high  energy  level,  excellent  drivu 
record  and  no  criminal  history.  They  af 
must  have  a  high  school  education 
GED.  A  private  bedroom  and  meals  a 
included  while  on  duty. 

For  more  information  and  to  request  ai 
application  please  call 

601-4*64-8085 


Bffly  R  Miller 


A  mi  2 , 
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the  day.  Hie  beside  Jesus  had  one  thing  in  As  a  result,  he  made  an  intel- 
attacks  are  common;  they  were  both  guilty  lectual  decision  concerning 
or  Jesus  and  men  deserving  death.  Aside  Christ's  divinity.  Regrettably, 
fcm!  from  that  common  trait  they  no  indication  is  given  that  he 

1  gathered  at  were  diametrically  different  One  made  an  authentic  decision  to 
s  people  are  criminal  was  calloused  toward  follow  Him. 
ed  conversa-  Jesus.  Hie  other  criminal  was  Many  people  today  are  like 
those  in  the  convicted  about  Jesus.  One  this  centurion.  They  have  seen 
ss  were  talk-  spoke  harshly  and  abusively  to  the  evidence,  heard  the  testi- 
other  about  Jesus.  The  other  realized  who  monies  of  others,  made  mar 
oday  do  the  Jesus  was  and  sought  compas-  examination,  and  come  to  the 
v  spend  their  sion  from  Him.  One  of  the  aim-  realization  that  Jesus  is  the  Son 
mt  what  He  inals  died  in  his  sin.  The  other  of  God.  like  the  centurion. 
His  divinity,  criminal  died  saved  by  Jesus  these  people  willingly  admit 
lim.  Others  from  his  sin.  that  Jesus  is  God  s  Son. 

nt  their  time  Things  today  aren't  any  differ-  Unfortunately,  it  isn't  enough  to 
Him  to  His  ent  Some  today  are  calloused  recognize  and  affirm  that  Jesus 
s  a  common  toward  Jesus,  speak  abusively  of  is  the  Son  of  God.  Individuals 
ay.  Just  like  Him,  and  die  in  their  sin.  Others  must  receive  Him  as  Savior, 
cross,  people  are  convicted,  recognize  Him  as  So,  what  is  your  category 
Ik  with  Jesus  Savior,  seek  His  compassion,  and  Are  you  in  like  those  in  the 
;  about  Him  are  saved  by  Jesus  from  die  crowd?  Are  you  like  the  crura- 
locking  Him.  penalty  of  their  sins.  nab?  If  so,  which  criminal?  Or, 

nderstanding  The  Centurion  are  you  like  the  centunon. 

itimacy  with  (Luke  23:44-49)  .....  ,  .. 

ig  to  others  The  third  category  of  views  Story  ts  Minister  of  Education, 
about  Jesus  is  seen  m  the  cen-  First  Church,  Louisville. 


At  die  time  of  God’s  choosing  about  this  truth  in 
-  *  -  -  “  and  he  expl 


Explore  the  Bible 

. 

The  Sacrifice  is  Sufficient 


I  (Isaiah  53:4-6)  Jesus,  who  was  without  spot  or  group 
It  is  painful  for  par-  blemish  (1  Peter  1:19X  became  die  me  d 
ents  to  allow  their  chil-  perfect  Passover  lamb  sacrifice,  standi 
dren  to  suffer  the  con-  Jesus  met  all  the  requirements  set  He  pa 
sequences  of  their  forth  by  God  for  a  Passover  lamb  Goal 
behavior.  How  much  to  fulfill  the  blood  sacrifice  sacrif 
more  excruciating  it  requirement  for  die  remission  of  sin."  1 
must  have  been  for  the  sin  (Hebrews  922).  His  blood  stand 
Father  God  to  know  sacrifice  was  made  so  that  when  Jesus, 
that  the  burden  and  we  believe  and  obey,  accept  the  most 
punishment  for  our  sin  substitutionary  shedding  of  ful  ai 
was  earned  by  His  Only  Son.  blood  for  our  sins,  we  might  be  capiti 
Verse  6  compels  us  to  try  to  com-  saved  from  the  wawes  of  sin  and  even 
prehend  die  extent  of  the  suffer-  death.  God  established  a  new  We 
mgs  of  Christ  These  verses  give  covenant  vpth  man  for  the  pay-  have 
an  account  of  die  sufferings  of  ment  of  sin.  specu 

Christ  and  die  design  of  His  suf-  Effective  Sacrifice  time  I 

ferings.  It  was  for  our  sins  and  on  (Isaiah  53:10-12)  as  us 

our  behalf  that  our  Lewd  Jesus  The  work  of  Jesus  Christ  on  here 
suffered.  Romans  323  states,  "We  the  cross  is  sufficient  payment  extra 
have  all  sinned,  and  have  come  for  the  sin  of  all  mankind.  It  is  speai 
short  of  the  gkwy  of  God."  We  are  not  the  acknowledgement  of  unde 
saved  froJn  die  punishment  and  this  truth  that  brings  salvation,  realh 
conseauenoes  of  sin  by  laying  our  but  the  belief  on  this  truth.  It  is  small 

our  response  that  brings  us  to  a  ison  1 
saving  knowledge  and  then  my  s 
our  actions  reflect  our  beliefs.  Does 
The  beauty-  of  His  sacrifice  fice  of  worshij 

_ _ __ _ _ _  brings  about  our  justification,  total  obedience 

fices  when  a  perfect  lamb  was  die  Justification  is  our  right  stand-  7 

Passover  sacrifice.  The  life  of  ing  before  God.  Recently,  our  Bowman  ts 
Christ  mirrors  a  sacrificial  lamb,  sixth  grade  son  was  taught  Connection,  First 


behind  Jesus  because 
for  my  sins.  So,  when 


Hie  idea  of  sacrifice  in  today's  today,  we  read  Isaiah  s 
world  is  foreign  to  most  people,  description  of  Jesus'  sacri-  Bo 
What  motivates  us  to  give  anoth-  fice  and  the  devotion  of 
er  person  our  devotion?  Why  Father  God  to  a  sin- filled  world, 
would  we  want  to  surrender  our  Unrecognized  Sacrifice  (Isaiah 
ideas,  passions  and  desires?  A  532-3) 

common  definition  for  sacrifice  is  These  verses  give  us  a 
"to  devote,  with  loss  or  suffer-  background  of  Jesus  in  his 
ing."  When  I  dunk  of  a  modem  humble  beginnings.  Verse  2 
example  of  sacrifice,  the  soldiers  says,  "He  grew  up  before  Him 
who  serve  in  our  military  comes  like  a  young  plant  and  like  a 
to  mind.  Recently  a  troop  from  root  out  of  dry  ground. 

Jackson  left  to  serve  in  the  war.  Plants  and  roots  were  com- 
Several  families  with  young  chil-  mon,  everyday  elements, 
dren  sent  their  husbands  and  These  symbols  represent  his 
Dads  away  few  eleven  months.  To  humble  beginnings  in  to  the 
me,  that  is  sacrifice  in  its  purest  world.  This  entrance  was  not  sms  on 
form.  These  military  Daas  will  the  magnificen 
devote  themselves  to  harsh  con-  Jews  had  envi 
ditions,  life-threatening  situa-  Savior.  His  s 
tions,  and  absence  from  their  with  His  beir 
families.  Those  men  not  only  His  royalty  an< 
know  die  meaning  of  sacrifice,  privileges  as  1 


they  will  know  what  sacrifice 


Guidelines  for  submitting  news  and  photographs 


AS  news  items  are  subject  to  editing,  and 
aN  photographs  are  subject  to  cropping. 
Photographs  must  depict  people.  No  land¬ 
scape-.  budding-,  or  object-only  photographs 
wW  be  printed.  News  items  andfcr  pho¬ 
tographs  can  be  published  one  time  only. 
News  items  and/or  photographs  depicting 
benefits  and  activities  tor  secular  or  outside 
organizations  will  not  be  published.  Deadline 
tor  submitting  news  is  one  week  prior  to 
requested  publication  date. 

Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  will 
be  published  on  a  space-available  basis. 

Submit  news  and  photographs  to  The 
Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS 
39205-0530  FAX:  (B01)  292-3330.  E-mail: 
bsptistrecordOmbcfi.org. 


The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish  * 

news  and  photographs  of  special  events 

that  take  place  in  cooperating  churches  0*  re  i 

the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 

News  submitted  tor  publication  in  The  / 

Baptist  Record  must  be  either  (a)  typewrit- 
ten,  (t»  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by  11 -inch 
paper,  or  (c)  neatly  printed  on  standardized 
forms  provided  by  the  newspaper.  Alt  arti¬ 
cles  must  be  received  in  writing;  no  articles  ,  . _ . _ . 

wffl  be  accepted  over  the  telephone.  Please  make  articles  concise  Include 

News  may  be  submitted  electronically  the  who,  what,  when,  where  details  of 
to  the  address  below,  and  must  be  con-  the  story,  along  with  a  contact  persons 

tained  in  the  message  segment  of  an  e-  address  and  telephone  number.  _ , 

mail  form.  Due  to  increasing  virus  threats.  Photog***  ” 

Photograph  attachments  are  permtaefete.  not  rsprortocfcte.JM^al  photoa  may  be  tread  if 
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POST  DRUM,  New  York 
loP)  —  A  divine  appointment 
in  an  airport  gave  former 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
and  Vietnam  War  veteran 
Bobby  Welch  an  opportunity 
to  encourage  400  members  erf 
an  elite  U5.  Army  unit  and 


who  fight  in 

Psome  of  the  harshest  condi¬ 
tions  imaginable. 

As  oo-author  of  the 
F-AJ.T.H.  evangelism  strategy, 

Welch  tells  others  about  Jesus 
Christ  everywhere  he  goes.  As 
the  Southern  Baptist 
Conventions  strategist  for 
Global  Evangelical  Relations, 
he  also  travels  extensively. 

When  Welch  met  Kevin 
Mangum  in  an  airport  termi¬ 
nal  during  one  of  those  trips,  it 
wasn't  long  before  Welch  was 
talking  about  Jesus.  He 
learned  Mangum  is  a 
Christian  and  member  of  a 
Methodist  church.  Welch,  a 
decorated  US.  Army  veteran 
who  was  seriously  wounded 
in  Vietnam,  had  even  more  to 
talk  about  with  Mangum,  a 
brigadier  genera!  who  com¬ 
mands  the  US.  Army's  10th 
Mountain  Division  at  Fort 
Dramin  upstate  New  York. 

Several  weeks  later,  James  WELC 
White,  the  garrison  chaplain  at  annua|  | 
Fort  Drum,  asked  Mangum  if  Reiatjon 

Bhe  knew  someone  he  would  orate<j  l 

like  to  invite  as  the  keynote _ _ 

*  speaker  at  the  post's  anttUit  ~ 
National  Prayer  Breakfast 

"  Get  me  Bobby  Welch,  "  White  said 
Mangum  told  him. 

White  got  Welch  and  on  March  2, 
Welch  stood  before  nearly  400  soldiers. 
During  his  weekend  at  the 
post  Welch  also  met  with  the 
wives  and  families  of 
Baptists  and  others  whose 
loved  ones  serve  overseas,  as 
well  as  a  group  of  soldiers 
recuperating  from  service- 
related  injuries. 

Tve  known  about  the 
10th  Mountain  Division 
since  coming  into  foe  mili¬ 
tary,"  Welch  told  foe  camou¬ 
flage-dad  crowd.  "I’m  very 
much  aware  of  who  you  are, 
where  you  go,  what  you  do, 
and  I  am  very,  very  grateful 
and  humbled  about  being 
here  this  morning. 

“White  praying  for  our 
meeting  earlier  this  morning,  1 

I  was  moved  almost  to  tears 
about  what  an  honor  and  a  privilege  it  is 


WELCH  ADDRESS  —  Nearly  400  soldiers  of  the  U.S.  Army's  10th  Mountain  Division  of  Fort  Drum,  New  York,  gathered  for  then 
annual  National  Prayer  Breakfast  observance,  March  2,  where  the  SBC  Executive  Committee's  Strategist  for  Global  Evangehcall 
Relations,  Bobby  Welch,  delivered  the  keynote  address.  Welch  is  a  former  president  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  and  a  dec¬ 
orated  U.S.  Army  veteran  who  was  nearly  killed  in  combat  in  Vietnam.  (BP  photo) 


tamong  you. 
fetch  told  tire 


soldiers  that  "mulfi- 


soldiers  make  as  they  defend  freedom 
around  foe  world. 

"What  Fm  trying  to  say  to  you  is  just 
how  endeared  and  indebted  we  are  to 
you  —  how  we  are  strengthened  and 
secured  by  what  you  do,  and  your  pres¬ 
ence.  Were  mindful  of  your  sacrifice, 
five  deep,  deadly,  hurtful  unforgettable, 
and  never-ending  sacrifice  that  so  many 
are  making,"  Welch  said. 

"You’re  going  a  lot  of  weird  places, 
but  for  the  rest  of  us,  that's  holy  ground 
because  you're  laying  your  all  on  fire 
line  for  people  like  us,  and  what  we 
stand  for  in  your  home  and  my  home 
We  thank  God  for  you.  *Ve  praise  fire 
Ixird  for  who  you  are  today  as  a  soIdJer." 


Welch  then  read  Psalm  33:12, 
"Blessed  is  fire  nation  whose  God  is  fire 
Lord,  and  fire  people  whom  he  has  cho¬ 
sen  for  his  own  inheritance." 

Welch  told  the  group  about  a  person¬ 
al  meeting  he  had  with 
President  George  W. 
Bush,  in  which  "the  very 
first  filing  he  wanted  to 
talk  about  was  my  mili¬ 
tary  experience." 

Welch  said  that  dur¬ 
ing  foe  conversation,  he 
reached  over  to  make  a 
point  by  clasping  Bush's 
wrist  Now,  evidently, 
you  ain't  supposed  to 
do  that,  because  cur¬ 
tains  started  moving, 
doors  started  opening 
and  people  started  mov¬ 
ing  Ul,"  Welch  said,  as 
the  soldiers  chuckled. 
SBSS1  Welch  said  he  told 
Welch  v  Bush  he  volunteered  for 
everything  he  did  in  fire 
military,  including  training  for  infantry. 
Ranger,  airborne,  and  Jungle  service, 
“and  Mr.  President  there's  never  been  a 
second  since  1  volunteered  to  do  ail  that; 
and  Mr.  Presklent  there's  never  been  a 
second  since  I  was  lying  on  that  battle 
field  with  my  guts  Mown  out  and  left 
there  to  die,  and  Mr.  President  there's 
never  been  a  second  up  until  this 
moment  in  fire  Oval  Office  with  you, 
never  a  second.  Me  President  that  I 
haven't  been  proud  and  thankful  for  the 
opportunity  to  give  my  life  for  this  coun¬ 
try  and  my  family,"  Welch  said,  "’and  Mr. 
President,  that’s  exactly  fire  kind  of  peo¬ 
ple  you  have  in  the  US.  military  today.” 
Welch  said  Bush  also  asked  how  a 


you  don't  get  them,  they're  gonna  get 
you,"  Welch  said. 

Addressing  the  soldiers,  Welch  noted 
US.  military  actions  in  Iraq  and 
Afghanistan,  asking,  "...and,  by  the 
way,  that's  the  idea  behind  what  we’re 
doing  today,  isn’t  it?  If  we  don't  go  get 
them,  they're  gonna  come  and  get  us. 

Welch  said  he  told  Bush  ne  was 
trained  for  combat  dangers  and  was 
inspired  "by  what  I’d  already  seen  of 
other  men.  'Also,  others  were  depend¬ 
ing  cm  me,  Mr.  President,  but  I  think  the 
main  thing  is  I  realized  that  I  was  foe 
leader;  and  something  needed  to  be 
done.'" 

Welch  told  the  Fort  Drum  audience 
that  there  is  "solace  and  solutions"  for  peo¬ 
ple  who  suffer  from  the  traumas  erf  war. 

Tm  not  unacquainted  with  what 
happens  to  you  when  you  come  back 
from  a  war.  1  know  of  fire  accounts  of 
how  it  is  to  be  caught  in  fire  middle  of 
fire  night  crawling  around  in  fire  bed, 
screaming.  Where’s  my  weapon? 
Where's  my  weapon?'"  Welch  said  with 
a  trembling  voice. 

He  swallowed  hard,  twice,  to  regain 
his  composure,  "...but  there  are  solu¬ 
tions,  and  there  is  solace  in  that  God  is 
able  to  go  where  others  can't  go." 

White  other  assistance  for  trauma  is 
available,  Welch  said  there  is  nothing 
better  than  what  Jesus  Christ  offers.  “In 
God  We  Trust'  is  still  printed  on  our 
coins,  and  for  us  who  are  believers,  we 
believe  that  but  in  God,  you  and  I  can 
still  triumph  through  what  He  can  do. 
He  is  able,  Welch  said 

Welch  recounted  his  conversion  to 


President  I  think  the  first  answer  is  that 
if  you  don't  get  up  and  run  at  them, 
they're  gonna  get  up  and  run  at  you.  If 


chompin',  foul-mouthed,  rear-end 
kickin  officer  on  his  way  up  and  on  my 
way  to  Vietnam." 

Welch  recalled  how  he  had  been  so 
badly  wounded  in  combat  that  others 


drought  he  was  dead.  He  was  thrown  cm 
the  "dead  pile"  and,  though  he  knew  he 
was  about  to  die,  "could  only  mutter 
three  words:  'God  help  me.'” 

Welch  offered  three  points  of  advice 
for  those  who  had  faced  or  would  face 
such  ordeals: 

•  Learn  to  leave  your  past.  "You  can 
never  forget  it,  but  you  can  learn  to 
leave  it"  Welch  said. 

•  Be  sure  that  you  seize  the  present. 
He  advised  the  soldiers  to  realize  they 
are  important  to  others  around  them 
and  could  be  strengthening  and  encour- 

^•fluard  your  future.  "What you  do 
now  will  have  a  lot  to  do  with  what 
you  do  later.  You  never  know  how 
soon  fife  is  going  to  be  over,”  Welch 
said.  "You  don't  nave  to  go  around  the 
world  and  carry  a  gun  to  die.  Life  is 

"VGtL  hi,  Which 

prayed  for  "that  soldier  nearest  eterni¬ 
ty,  who  is  crawling  across  some  field, 
headed  for  a  broken-down  wall  or  a 
small  lump  of  dirt  —  maybe  with  blood 
running  out  of  his  nose  or  foe  comer  of 
his  mouth,  hands  shaking,  heart  beat¬ 
ing  a  million  miles  an  hour  —  just  try¬ 
ing  to  get  to  that  little  barrier,  hoping  to 
make  ft  home. 

"God,  I  pray  right  now  you’ll  send 
angels  from  on  high  to  protect  him, 
bless  him,  and  bringhim  home  safe.” 

After  receiving  a  sustained,  stand¬ 
ing  ovation,  Welch  remained  to  greet 
dozens  of  soldiers  who  wanted  to 
shake  his  hand,  hug  him  and  express 
their  thanks. 

"As  both  expected  and  desired,  Bobby's 
message  was  powerful  and  resonated 
with  both  soldiers  and  family  members, 
Mangum  told  Baptist  Press  after  the 
event  "Having  walked  a  mile  in  a  sol¬ 
dier’s  boots  —  serving  and  being  wound-1 
ed  in  combat  —  his  inspiring  words  left  a| 
very  positive  impression  on  our  soldiers. 


